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Greg Stanforth is a career art educator who, 

over the course of 30 years, has developed a 

successful system for getting his students to adopt 

sketchbooks as an integral part of their creative 

process. He is currently the chair of the art 

department at Moeller High School in Cincinnati, 

Ohio. 

Bob Fisher studied art with Greg Stanforth for 

four years before graduating from Moeller in 1986. 

Since then, he has worked as a fine artist, 

designer, art director, and writer—and has 

faithfully kept sketchbooks the entire time. In 2002, 

he created sketchbob.com to share his passion for 

sketchbooks as a creative medium.  

Who Are These Guys? 



Bob’s story 

As a 20-year creative professional, I have 

always understood and used the power of 

sketchbooks. 

Sketchbooks are an essential part of my 

creative process—regardless of what 

type of creative work I am doing. 

Now I conduct workshops at schools and 

colleges on sketchbooks & the creative 

process. 



Sketchbook Challenges 

Art teachers I meet all seem to say the 

same three things about sketchbooks: 

1. I know sketchbooks are one of the 

most powerful tools in the 

development of young artists 

2. I would like my students to integrate 

sketchbooks fully into their work 

3. I can’t seem to get more than one or 

two of my students per year to use 

them. 



One Different Program 
FPO 
photo 
of Bob 

There is one program that is different. 

Greg Stanforth of Moeller High School in 

Cincinnati, Ohio (my alma mater) has 

found a way to convince students to 

regularly use sketchbooks. 

His students work in their books on a 

daily basis. They begin most of their 

assignments by exploring ideas in a 

sketchbook. They are proud to share their 

work with one another and their teacher. 



My Challenge 

Like many of you, I had a hard time 

getting my kids to adopt sketchbooks. 

I knew the sketchbook was the most 

important tool I could give them to lead 

creative lives. 

I had to find a way to make the 

sketchbook more important to them—not 

just fun. 

I tried many unsuccessful approaches. 



After 30 Years—a 

Solution! 
After much trial and error I developed a 

three-part program: 

1. Require 

2. Share 

3. Inspire 



Step 1: Require 

We need to provide students 

incentives and structure. 

Begin every assignment with the 

sketchbook. 

Minimum of one full page per day, 

encouraging the use of color and the 

other elements and principles. 

Accountability: grade sketchbooks like 

any other assignment. 

Use of all the above creatively. 



Student work 



Student work 



Step 2: Share 

We need to help them to believe that 

THEIR ideas are as good as anyone 

else’s idea 

Create in- and out-of-class assignments 

for the sketchbook and critique them like 

any other finished work. 

Encourage them to share their work with 

one another. 

Create an environment in which it is safe 

for them to share. 



Student work 



Student work 



Step 3: Inspire 

The art teacher alone cannot convince 

them. 

Bring in artists, alumni, and show 

students the work of others who use and 

promote the use of sketchbooks. 

Provide ample books, DVDs, and web 

resources. 

But especially encourage them  to be 

inspired by their own lives.  



Visiting Artists 



Books, DVDs, and the Web 



Culture of Sketchbooks 

Taken together, these practices will 

create an environment that encourages 

students to integrate sketchbooks into 

their daily work—and to be passionate 

about it. 

This creates what we call a culture of 

sketchbooks. 

Example sketchbooks from current 

Moeller High School students will be 

shown at the NAEA presentation in 

March 2012. 



Moeller Now 

Students take great pride in their 

sketchbooks. 

I rarely have to remind them to create 

initial sketches for each assignment. 

Their sketchbooks are their constant 

companions. 

They all know the connection between a 

great portfolio and a great sketchbook.  



More Resources 

For a full list of books, DVDs, and online 

resources to inspire your students, visit 

sketchbob.com/resources 

For a full-length copy of this 

presentation or answers any questions, 

please contact us 

Greg Stanforth gstanforth@moeller.org 

Bob Fisher sketchbob1@gmail.com 
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